
AP SEMINAR SUMMER ASSIGNMENT – Due August 22nd, 2020 

 

Buy the book - Think Like a Freak by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner 
 

PART I: 

Read Think Like a Freak by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner and complete the following assignments.  

 

● Select one of the following Chapters and complete the assignment.  

 

● For Chapter 2 (“The Three Hardest Words in the English Language”), or Chapter 5 (“Think like a 

Child”), or Chapter 9 (“The Upside of Quitting”), complete the following 3 tasks in complete sentences 

for EACH chapter. This assignment will be collected the first day of class.  

 

1. CONCISELY, identify the author’s argument, main idea, or thesis. 

2. Explain the author’s line of reasoning by identifying the claims used to build the argument and 

the connections between them (i.e. how does the author organize and support his argument?)  

3.  Evaluate the effectiveness of the evidence the author uses to support the claims made in the 

argument. 

● Read and take notes on the other chapters; we will be referring to it throughout the first semester.  

 

PART II: 

In order to generate research questions and ensure accuracy in your arguments, you will need to be 

knowledgeable about current local, national, and international issues. Therefore, you need to establish a routine 

of checking the news daily. There are countless options for doing this, so explore them and find which is best 

for you (following news Twitter accounts, following an accurate news blog, watching the TV news, reading the 

newspaper, using an app, blogs, webinars, etc.). Ideally, you will keep up with the news all summer, but you 

must begin your daily news checking routine by June 15. You will submit the following assignment on the 

first day of class:  

 

● Using Remind 101 or email, let me know the method(s) by which you will be checking the news. Be 

specific- if you are following a news station on Twitter, you need to write which station. Only using a 

news app on your phone is not enough.   

 

● Written assignment: Current events. For either June or July you need to complete one current event 

each week. For August, you just need to follow the news on your own. You must cover events from each 

“Lens” we will use this school year.  

 

● You need to follow the following for each current event:  

1. Title of article, author, and date published in correct MLA format 

2. Brief synopsis of the article (5 - 8 sentences)  

3. Brief explanation why this interests you and what lens you are using.  (3-5 sentences)  

 

An image of the 8 Lenses is on the next page. Remember, all summer assignment work must be typed.  

 



REMIND 101 - Text @eh8c77 to the number 81010 in order to join the class  

 

 

 

 

 

 


